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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Scope of publication
1. This publication contains average prices for selecled
items which are included in the Consumer Price Index for
the eight capital cities.

2. The CPI covers a wide range of goods and services
arranged in cight groups which are in turn divided into
subgroups. The selected itemns for which average prices are
shown in this publication fall within the Food Group and
the following non-tood subgroups: household supplies and
services; private motoring; alcoholic drinks; and personal
care products. The items and varietics sclected, howcver,
do not comprise aff of the items and varicties which are
incorporated in the Food Group or the specified subgroups
of the CPL.

Average prices

3. Prices shown are the averages of prices for specified
grades, qualities, brands, etc. charged by a number of
sclected retailers in each city, The specified grades etc. and
the retailers have been selected as representative to
measure price change over time. Thus the prices do not
purport to be the actual averages of all retail sales of these
items. They should be rcgarded as no more ihan
approximate indicators of price levels and price changes
for the ilems cvoncemed. Furthermore, the selected grades,
brands, ctc. for some items ditter between cities and may
also differ from one period to the next due 1o a change in
product specification, Thus the average prices for some
items may not be comparable from city to city, nor from
gquarter to quarter, Delails ol differences in specifications
are provided in footnotes 10 the table.

4. Prices for fresh fruit and vegetables are collected
weekly and averaged to obtain quartcrly prices. Prices for
fresh meat, bread, fish, petrol and alcohol arc coliccted
monthly and averaged o oblain quarterly prices. Prices for
fresh milk are collected at the end of the quarter together
with detatls of price changes during the guarter, and
average prices caleulated for the quarter. Prices for all
other items are collected during the mid month of each
quarter (i.c. in August, November, February and May).

Related publications

5. Users may also wish to refer to the following
publications which are available from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics on request:

Consumer Price Index (6401.0) - issued quarterly

A Guide to the Consumer Price Index (6440.0)

The Ausiralian Consumer Price Index, Concepts, Sources
and Methods (6461.0}

6. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in
the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Release Advice (1105.0) which lists publications 1o be
released in the next few days. The Catalogue and
Publications Advice arc available from any ABS office.

Information Consultancy Service

7. Information lailored 10 special needs of clients can be
obtained from the Inlormation Consultancy Service
available at ABS Offices (sce Information Inquiries below
for contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line -- 0055 86 4{)
8. This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a
range of statislics.

Electronic Data Services

9. A large range of data is availablc via on-line services
diskette, magnetic tape, tape cartridge and €D ROM, For
more details about our clectronic data services, conlact any
ABS Office.

W. McLennan
Australian Statistician

INQUIRIES

o jfor further information abow! statistics in this publication and the availability of

related unpublished swatistics, contact Cheryl Porter on Canberra (06) 252 5754

or any ABS Statc office,

o for information about other ABS statistics and ABS services, please contact Information
Services on Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 6007 or any ABS State oflice.
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AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED ITEMS, DECEMBER QUARTER 1995
(Cents)
ftem Unit Sydney Melb. Brishane Adelaide Perth Hobart  Darwin Canberra
Dairy products
Milk. carton, supcrmarkel sales (a) 1 litre 111 nz? 112 114 116 120 1% 106
Milk. powdered, full cream 750 g 433 452 435 457 438 509 320 456
Cheese, processed, sliced, wrapped 500G g 360 358 385 335 344 372 389 44
Butter (b) 500g 170 184 160 165 193 214 207 174
Cereal products
Bread while loaf, sliced, supermarket
sales 680 g 186 164 180 143 166 154 189 179
Biscuwits, dry 250 g 149 153 146 153 157 179 178 144
Break fast cereal. com based 550 g 324 319 319 124 359 365 351 306
Fiour, selfraising 2kg il4 346 217 213 245 274 296 323
Rice, medivm grain 1 kg 125 128 123 J08 125 135 150 17
Meat and seafoods
Beel
Silversige Roast (e) lkg 413 306 831 T 839 727 1148 768
Rump steak 1kg 1311 1119 1135 1130 1101 il4 1187 I3EL
T-bone steak, with fillel Tkg 1209 1978 981 1100 1145 1071 161 1056
Chuck steak Tkg 570 621 645 672 655 545 810 592
Silverside, comed kg 729 650 &10 642 678 685 619 03
TLamb
icg I kg 631 554 541 516 554 589 576 556
Loin chops Tkg 754 830 794 726 819 720 90 751
Eorequarter chops lkg 460 43] 451 514 556 496 346 434
Potk
Leg kg 581 536 569 593 599 640 718 5315
Loin chops 1kg 818 748 81 764 782 770 B59 E1E
Chicken, frozen 1kg 280 325 267 331 329 323 358 303
Racon, mididle rashers 250 gpkt 242 200 291 287 318 329 37 267
Beef corned 340 g can 261 265 272 252 257 296 285 288
Sausages Tke 351 385 387 366 411 379 06 314
Salmon, pink 210 g can 233 225 236 2 n 269 256 2449
Fresh fruit and vegelatrles
Oranges 1 kg M7 172 i18 105 156 113 171 16
FBananas l kg 180 173 148 194 216 199 198 184
Potatoes lkg 133 177 151 134 120 93 152 136
Tomatoes 1ke KXY ] 27 250 367 282 s 426 339
Carrots lkg 145 126 91 0% 105 126 185 149
Onims 1kg 181 17t 147 192 207 144 246 173
Processed fruil and vegetables
Peaches 825 gcan 184 198 186 185 209 208 133 191
Pincapplc. sliced 450 g can a2 90 %0 89 106 14 118 102
Peas, lrowen 500 g pht 127 149 133 16 135 157 173 133
Confectionery
Choeolate. milk, block 250 269 262 267 253 257 204 252 280
(nher (nod
Eggs (d) 55g.1dozen 245 237 278 230 Q7 263 219 263
Sugar. white kg 218 205 104 186 220 137 248 219
fam, strawberry 500 g jar 233 252 228 237 247 279 273 253
Tea 250 g 189 175 176 166 186 203 191 189
Ceffee, inatant 150 g jar 591 590 00 552 577 644 512 582
Tomato sauce 600 m] 173 197 204 166 192 197 2i5 176
Margarine. poly-unsaturated 00 g 155 16] 154 144 172 169 197 154
Baked beans, in tmato sauce 440 g 54 97 97 89 107 13 11 97
Baby food 125 gcan 58 55 54 35 57 6S 61 54
Household supplies and services
[ aundry detergent 1hg 505 473 49% 464 475 526 539 487
Dishwashing delergent | litre 369 334 317 in 360 395 76 374
Facial tissues pkt 224 182 186 190 187 188 224 184 205
Toilet paper 4 x 280 sheet rolls 21 333 348 311 331 s 313 338
Pel food 410 g 95 92 9 93 9% 113 10% 98
Private motoring
Petrol. super grade 1 litre 719 73.0 64.1 74.0 157 785 T 16.1
Petrol, unleaded | litre 69.9 71.0 62.1 717 137 76.5 751 T4
Alcoholic drinks )
Heer, low aloohol, unchiiled (XN 24 x375ml bottles {961 1734 2263 2027 2230 2259 230 1929
Heer, foll siwengih, unchilled {ft 24x375mlbottlcs 2587 2485 2565 2605 2552 2370 48 2572
Draught beer, full strength. public bar (g} 235 mi glass 161 175 173 189 202 169 220 165
Draught beer, low alephol, pulvlic bar (g} 285 ml glass 147 150 161 166 195 143 209 146
Scolch nip. public bar 30ml 33 266 246 317 374 215 306 288
Personal care praducts
Taoklet soap 2x125g 164 172 175 167 168 195 186 170
Taothpaste 140 g 230 233 253 235 246 267 243 244

{a) Darwin price refates (o blended milk. (b) Sydney, Melbowme and Canberra: 2 x 250 g. {¢) Adelaide price relates te blade bolar roast. (d) Eggs in Sydney
have a net carton weight of 700 g per dozen. Eggs in Melbousne, Adelaide and Canberra have a minimum net weight of 55 g. Eggs in Brisbane and Hobart
have a minimum net weight of 52 g. Eggs in Perth have a minimum net weight of 50 g. Eggs in Darwin have a minimum net weight of 54 . (e) Alcoholic

content of low alcohol beer ranges from 1.5% to 3.8%. (f) Darwin, chilled (g) Hobart glass size 225 ml
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